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comprehensive

evaluation is im-

portant for every
new patient. Your dentist is one of
a small percentage of dentists who
have invested in postgraduate
training at one of the world’s pre-
miere continuing dental education
institutes, The Pankey Institute for
Advanced Dental Education. The
comprehensive examination you
receive in this office may be unlike
any you have received before.

Your dentist wants to know
you as a unique individual and to
examine you in such a way that
you can discover together the as-
pects of your oral health and ap-
pearance that can be improved.
You and your dentist will gain
valuable insights as you talk about
your past dental experiences and
what you want for yourself. Hear-
ing about your concemns and opin-
ions will enable the dental team to
help you achieve the results you
wandt.

A complete clinical examina-
tion is accomplished with your
help and input. Comprehensive
clinical examinations are more

thorough than the cursory check-
up you may have come to expect.
In order to reach a complete un-
derstanding of your present state of
health, your dentist must gather
data about your chewing muscles,
jaw joints, and how your teeth
come together against each other.
Your dentist also must gather in-
formation about how these three
components work together in your
mouth.

Evaluating the health of your
gums and other soft parts of your
mouth is part of the process. Your
dentist will be looking for signs of
disease, oral cancer, and injury dur-
ing this part of the exam. A com-
plete assessment of the health of
each individual tooth, as well as
the condition of any existing re-
storations (such as fillings, crowns
and bonding) or tooth replace-
ments (such as dentures), is an
integral part of the process.

An esthetic evaluation is apt to
be included. If you have expressed
concern about the way your teeth
look, you will have the opportuni-
ty to tour your mouth with your
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